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PLAYS OF THE NEW YEAR
A Full Week of Entertainment, to Start Off the New Year.

MONDAY
Daly's Theatre. "The Drone." a play of Irish life to be seen for the first

time in New York at a matinee.
New Amsterdam Theatre. "Eva." a new play with music by Franz Lehar.

Lyric Theatre. Sam Bernard in "All for the Ladies," a musical play adapted
from the French.

Harris Theatre. "Cheer Up." a farce by Mary R. Rinehart.

Berkeley Theatre. "His Wife by His Side." Drama by G. li. Kcays. pro-

duced by the National Federation of Theatre Clubs.

Tl'bSDAY
"Alibi Bill," at Weber's Theatre. Drama of the underworld by J. B.

Totten.
SATURDAY

Maxine Elliott. Theatre. First performance at a matinee' of "Turandot."
Chinese play by Richard Volmoellcr.

)' or since the New Tork stage eman-iij.a'o- d

Itrelf from the traditions of Its
f... :ti pioneers tho demand for the
loi-rt- . pld has always existed In more
or lets active form. As early as 184S

the New York type had made Its ap-

pearance In the theatre. It Is fair to
Kay that It has never been absent since
that time. It was In the year mentioned
that "A Glance at New York" was pro-

duced. How many times since that day-ha- s

New York been a part of or all
of a title In a play? "The Fast Young
Men of New York" has never recurreif.

as that Is of another day, but nearly all
the others starting with the mere name
of the city have come back time after
time. From "The Streets of New York,"
with F. W. Chanfrau and his wonderful
Host, down to "The Pulse of New
Tork." "The Shadows of a Great City."
nr In our own day W. J. Hurlburfs
rei cnt "New York," there has never
Wen a time In which managers and
playwrights were not seeking to find
u successful play that might be said
to represent correctly some phase of
life In our city. This In rather truer
of the melodramatic than the other
llld, which was to be exploited only
in society drama.

Such products of the playwright had
Inevitably to be of native origin. The

jrk of transplanting to this country
the characters and stories of foreign
dramas was for a later generation.
The melodramatic efforts came first
and It was the startling and thrilling
that appealed to playwrights and man-use- rs

before the more polished circles
of metropolitan life became the ma-

terial of the dramatist. The first cha-
rter to he sufficiently faithful to life
to attain any degree of longevity him-
self was a fireman. For some years
It was on this niveau that the local
drama rested. So long without suc-
cessors In Its field, "Fashion" may be
raid to have had for years little In-

fluence on our dramatists. But local
melodrama never did' die out.

Just now there are three specimens
hf this kind on view. "Within the
Law" lias a record of several months
rf triumph back of It and "The

Is out for some of Its profits.
3' Is not to be believed that the
rues for popularity here will be close.
Now "The Argyle Case" has Intervened.
There win be a fourth play to share
the Interests of New Yorkers. "Alibi
HIM" Is seen at the Weber Theatre next
week. Managers are keen to scent what
"'ty ho the taste of the public, as If It

could be said that there ever was any
particular taste of the public. Its
desire for Interesting plays Is always
Keserit. "Within the Law" presents
with unusual naturalness certain
ocenes of criminal life which have In-
tel ested tho public greatly. That does
iot, however, mean that when Bay-e- nl

Vclller's play was first seen hero
hist September that the public was es-
pecially Inclined to enjoy a drama of
this character. It was a good specimen

Us kind and fur that reason it was
I'kM In I'hlciiKo nml Inter In New
Yfiru

U Is doubtful therefore If there Is
MnayB a publk1 desire to see plays with

,lhalr actuations and their characters

vffc
--JO

local. When these elements aro ho
skilfully 'combined as to result in nn
Interesting drama, success seems quite
us certain as If u Rood metndruin.i of
any other kind or for that matter n

society play had been written.
Hut It Is always the adroit use of ma-

terial rather than Its character which
counts for success In u drama. It seems
doubtful If there Is a psychological
moment for drama of any kind but
good 'drama; there Is always the eager
demand for that kind.

POINTS IN PLAYS.

Merits of the tlramaa Before the
Pabllr.

Two actresses once notable In the his-

tory of the stage are now playing the parts
of old women in current dramas. Who
would suspect that Maude Granger, who
uots tho old nurso in "Racketty Packetty
House," had been tho first orn in "Diplo-
macy" In this country and was at one time
a noted beauty in tho ranks of native ac-

tresses? She not only acted this part but
put to her credit while leading lady of
Wallack's and other companies some of
the roles that suluequently became
famous. She and the child actors in
"Itackctty Packetty House" have started
off George Tyler's Children's Theatre with
nil the interest which should attach to an
enterprise so unusual. Master Gabriel
is a delight. His skill in comic utterance
is equalled by the grace and appropriate-
ness of every gesture. Thero Is a real
sense of comedy in tho little girl who plays
the bonne a tout faire in "Itacketty
Packetty House."

Kmllle Melville, who Is the dowager of
such dignified appearance but unpleas-
ant disposition in "Peg o' My Heart," at
the Cort Theatre, used to be a popular
divette of comic operu and created te

in the first American performance
of Planquette's "The Chimes of Nor-
mandy." At that time she was a member
of the Hess Opera Company. Tho Qcr-mai-

was Zelda Sequin and later Helen
Dlngeon. William Castlo sang the Mar-
quis, James Peakes was the Qatpard and
a notable cast sang the opera in English.
The New York performances wero given
at the Fifth Avenue Theatre.

There Is to be no repetition here of tho
Astor Place riots just because Harry
Lauder has expressed a desire to play tho
title r6fe In "Hamlet." Tho evil spirit
that prevailed between American and
English actors in tho days of Forrest and
Macready finds no place now in the breasts
of our players. John Kellerd, who con-

tinues to net Shakespeare's tragedy at tho
Garden Theatre, has put at tho servico of
tho distinguished Scotch vocalist his
theatre, his admirabla company and tho
complete staff of his enterprise whonover
Mr. Louder wants to make tho effort to
give his idea of the melancholy Dane to tho
New York publlo.

Othor popular men stars on the local
stago ut present are: Robert Hlllinrd, who,
in un authentic detective play.'ThoArgylo
Caso," is to bo seen at tho Criterion Thea-
tre; William Collier, who will play "Novcr
Hay Dio" at an extra Now Year's Day
matinee at tho Forty-eight- h Street Thea-
tre this week; George M, Cohan, who has
trained unother company tonct In "Hroad-wa- y

Jones" on tho road but is still to he
seen at tho Cohan Theatre In that popular
play, and Norman McKimiel, In "Ruther-
ford and Son," at tho Littlo Thealru.

Women stars who will bo seen during
the present week nro: Maudo Adams,
who will play tho over delightful "Peter
Pan" for a short time longer at the Em-

pire Theatre; Un. Flake, who la still
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acting in "The High Road" to large audi-

ences; All.t Nantiou. who llnds
of Wallac!' Iheatri' well

hiiited to the t'xotieum of "Itollu Donna "

Annie Uus-e- ll has arranged n repertoire
of her bucce" of tho present block
eacon at the Thirty-nint- h Street Theatre
for tho next to the liust week On Monday
and Tuet-da- y "She Sloop to Conquer"
will bo actid, while on Wednesday and
Thursday nights and ut the Friday matinee
"Tho Hivals" will Ixi given. Tho bill on
Friday and Saturday night and at the
Saturday matlneo will t "Much Ado

About Nothing." During tho last week
of the season "Tho ItivalV will be the
only play performed.

Dramas that endure in public favor are:
"Within tho Law," at tho Eltinge.
"Tho Yellow Jacket," at the Fulton
Milestones," at the Liberty.

"Tho Governor's ltdy," at the Re-

public.
"Years of Discretion," at the llelasco
"Stop Thief," at tho Oaicty.
"Little Women," at tho Playhouse
"Tho Conspiracy," at the Garrick
Fanny's First Play, " at tho Comedy
Tho Whip," at the Manhattan 0;ra

House.
"Snow White," at the Littlo Theatre.

Llna Abarbancll and Krama Trentini,
who are comlo opera singers just at pres-

ent in the publlo eye, havo both been hi
tho field of opera here. Emma Trentini
never sang In the Metropolitan Opera
House and her career as an owra singer
was confined to Italy and tho Manhattan
Opera House, Llna Abarbancll was
brought to tills country by Heinrich Con-rie- d

to create Hatnstl nt tho Metropolitan
Opera House when Humperdlnck'H opera

NOVELTIES FOR THE YEAR'S FIRST WEEK

Varied Entertainments Awaiting the New York
Public

William A. Brady will presont
afternoon at Daly's Theatro "The

Drone. " Rutherford Mayno is tho author
of the now threo net play, which is op-

timistically described as "an Irish Bunty."
Wo havo already had an English Bunty.
Other BuntieH may follow. Tho hero of
the now play is an inventor and his nuturo
may bo understood from Mr. Hrady's de-

sire nt ono time to call tho play "Tho
Dreamer."

Whitford Kane, who is well known as
a character nctor in Great Drltain, will
head tho company, which consists of tho
uctors who introduced this play to Lon-

don at tho Royalty Theatre.

Klaw Krlnnger will bring to tho
New Amsterdam Theatro night

,"Eva," which was composed by Franz
Ix'har and Willner and Ilodansky several
years ago. llen Auicrionough has pro-par-

tho Now York version of the work,
which differs in many details from tho
UMual comlo oHrn, It possesses some
serious interest nnd was oven forbidden
in somo foreign cities on the ground that
tho story had socialistic tendencies.
Among llm actors aro Mallio Fisher,
Wnlter Percival, Walter Ijiwrcnco and
Alma Francis.

Sam Ilernard will begin his regular
New Yoik eii'ageinent,to-niorro- night
in a new piwn called "All for tho Ladles."
Henry IIIoHMim wrote the book and lyrlca
after tho French play " Aimo des Femmes. "

I Tho scones uro laid in Paris; those showing
two fashionable urewnaklng establish

was first sung there. She did no other
parts at tho Metropolitan, although 6he
appeared In operetta nt tho Irving Place.
Ono or tho works in which she sang there
wus "Das Suesse Macdl.'aml n number
from that work is in "Miss Princess," at
the Park Theatre

Emma Trentini will have a new in-

terpolated number when sho takes "The
Firefly" down to the Casino
night for a long stay. Helen Lowell
and "The Red Petticoat" nro still to bo
been at the Broadway. Gertrude Hoff-
mann and her dancing compnny nro tho
bill at tho Winter Garden.

"Ohl Old Delphino" is still tho attrac-
tion nt tho Knickerbocker Theatre. "Tho
Lady of tho Sliper" is so popular at tho
lllobo Theatre that Charles Dillingham
is daily Increasing tho numlier of extra
matinees. Clifton Crawford and Valll
Vnlli ur tho new members of the cast at
Weber X Fields's.

ments aro said to afford Mr. Bernard ad-
mirable opportunity to exhibit his peculiar
humor. In tho company nro Adolo
Ritchie, Alice Gontlo, George A. Schiller
and Stewart Ilaird. - Norwood Ellis has
designed uncommoningly lavish cos-
tumes.

"Cheer Up" is the uplifting titlo of a
farco to Ih) noon on Monday night nt tho
Harris Theatro. It is written by Mary
Rolierts Rinehart, who was implicated
in 'Seven Days." Cecil do Millo is pro-
ducing tho new play, which passe in a
Hinitarium during a visit. Tho house
physician has just eloped with u trained
nurso, tho Ixith attendants havo gono on
a strike and tho atients liavo hoeonio
unmaiingeahlo. Other farcical com-
plications, nro tho efforts of a young man
to administer tho affairs of tho institution,
koop out of sight of his father-in-la- w

and an actress who is suing him for broach
of promiao,

'Iwo acts of tho' play nro laid In tho
spring house attachod to the sanitarium
and the third on tho nearby golf links,
Tho actors aro Walter Hampden, Francos
Nordstrom, Effingham Pinto, Uitta

Alnn Ilrooka, MybillaPopo, Harold
Salter, Royal Byron, Goorgo Lo Hoir,
Sedloy Drown, Jr., Fnyctto Perry, Hilly
Hott, Selma Mayuard, Amy Voness,
William Vaughn and William Evlllo.

"Ills Wifo by HlsSlde" will Ixi produced
night at the Herkeley Theatro

by the National Federation of Theatro
Cluba. It ! promised that the new play

rao-adoF.- "'

will le acted as well as the preceding
production of this society. Ethel E.
Kcays wroto the new play and some of
the actors In it will tx itolxrt Drouet,
Nanetto Comstock, Franklin Ritchie,
Elsie Esmond, Ieona Ball, Frank Weston,
,G. W. Barnum and Arthur Iterthelet

The fascinating underworld will be re-
vealed nt Weber's Theatro on Now Year's
Evo through "Alibi Dill." by J. H. Totten.
Thojove interest of this play is said to be
furnished by a young settlement worker
and a reformed crook. Tho play is in
three nets. Among its recommendations

. put forward by tho management are
I frankness and virility. The nctor nro

Ralph Stewart In tho title role. Harold
Hartsoll, Llonol Adams, Mlllicont Evans,
Eleanor Lawson nnd Richard Carlylo.

Rlohord Volmocller, who wrote the
action of "Sumurun" for Max Reinlinrdt,
and was also associated with that stage
producer in Tho Miracle," is tho author
of "Turandot," n Chinese play to bo pro-- I
ducod by tho Shuberts nt Mnxino Elliott's

' Theatro next Saturday afternoon. The
i pursuit of n Chinese princess who cannot
marry until her lover has solved tho riddle
which they are all asked Is tho theme of
tho story. Thoso who fall to answer cor-

rectly aro decapitated, but in splto of this
tho search continues and llnnlly the
princess is won by a successful biiitor.
Tho play Is in threo acts nnd live scenes
nnd among tho notors aro Emily Ktovetia,
Josephine Victor, Alice Martin, Genoviovo
Groville, Pedro do Cordoba. Frank Peters,
Andrew Robson, Lenox Pawle. Edward
Emery and Robert Fischer.

NOVELTY IN COLOR VIEWS.

To Dr nt roil ii ceil Here on Thar-- .
i .. .

I The opening "color conference" by
'

Andre de Fouquleres will be given nt
Miixine Klllott'H Theatro on Thursday,

(January 2, at 11 o'clock, (icrvnls Oour- -
tellemont of Purls Invented n new
process of talcing nnd projecting pie-- 1

turcH In color. During tho last year his
little theatre there bus made n success.

(

Hero under tho direction of Kllznlicth
Mnrlmrv there, smnn sillies will lie nre- -
sented nt Mnxlne Klllott'H Theatre nt !

this scries of matinees beginning Jan-
uary 2.

M, Courtellemont has made a vast
collection of plates. Ills woik should
In no sense lo confounded with either
the ordinary moving picture or travel-
ogue tllm colored by hand. Ills plates
nro In natural color and photographed
direct from the subjects'. M, Courtcllo.
mold's enterprl.se Is under tint patrunago
of the Prince d'Arenberg of the Institute
of Future, l''unel(-Hrentun- o of the

(leorgeH Cain, director of the Car-naval- ct

Museum, Mgr. Duchesne nf
tho, French Academy, tho Dowager
Duchess d'Uzes, Kcuotrr, tho historian;
Polncare, the atateaman, and others.

The opening conference by Andre de
Fouquleres will be "Tho Persian Ball,"
profusely Illustrated by reproductions
of tho Kastern costumes worn nt the
ball given by the Comtesso de Clcrmont-Tonnerr- e,

which was tho social event
of tho last Paris season. In conjunction
with this M. de Fouquleres will describe
with word nnd picture "Tho Royal Mar-
riage of nn Kastern Vrlnce," a faithful
representation of the wedding of the
son of the Maharajah of Knpurthnla.

Another "color conference" will show
"The Day of n Lady of Fashion," when
tho spectators will follow her frotr
boudoir to ballroom, from dressmaker
to modiste, decked out nnd adorned with
the latest creations which Paris lays at
the feet of women. Special matinees
will bo nrrnnged for children under the
personal direction of Mura Bayly. These
will be illustrated and will deal with the
legends and tho folklore of Kastern
lands.

LE LYCEUM'S XMAS FETE.

An Knfertnlnmrnt at the Wnldnrf-Aitorl- n

Hotel.
Le Lyceum, Soclete des Femmes de

France a New York, has decided to have
Its entertainment on tho evening of
January T nt tho Waldorf-Astori- a In-

stead of nt the Kittle Theatre, ns pre-
viously announced. A very Interesting
programme has been selected nnd will
tm rendered In both languages.

The musical numlwrs will include a
number for voice, piano, harp and violin
by Mile. Stephenson, Mme. Florlgny.
Paul Dufault. Mme. de Grandmont nnd
Maurice Nltke.

Among other diversions will be the
procession of tho threo "Wise Men" and
a "Twelfth Night" feast, when the
"Twelfth Night" king will be chosen.
Adolphn Colin of Columbia University
has consented to be honorary president
of the fete, as has nlso Mrs. Charlotte
Wllbour. Among the patronesses are
Countess S'potswood Mnekln, Mrs, A.
Splpgelberg, Mrs. Harriet Holt Dey,
.Mine. Von Klcnnen, Raronno Iluard,
Mlsa A. Boylan, Mrs. Georgo .Tudd,
Countess Lenry nnd others.

DETECTIVE AS CRITIC.

W. .1, Rnrns Comment and Kxnoonda
nn "The Ar-yl- e Case,"

"My connection with tho authorship of
'T ho Argy lo Cnso camo aliout in n peculiar
way," Detective William J. Rums told
a Sti.v reporter.

"Harvey J. O'Higgins Is a young writer
of maga'lno stories. His talon of tho
Now York Tiro Department, entitled
'Tho Smoko liters,' first brought him
into prominence. Ho also treated somo
of my famous ciu-- in story form. A

number of persons wanted to dramatize
thorn but I declined. I had long kept in
mind tho idea of a real dotootivo play,
logical and consistent, with a rpnl

working along tho latest methods
and bringing to his aid tlm most approved
scientillo aids, such ns tho dictagraph,
I lovo tho theatro and havo always man-
aged to keep In touch with it. Naturally
I saw all the detective plays. They

mo as lieing more or less fan-

tastic, unreal nnd lacking In plausibility.
"After tiilldn; tho matter over with

O'Higgins, wlm had never written a pluy,
wo secured tho cooperation of Harriot
Ford, who had, written several very

successful ones. Then we put our head
together. It was no easy matter to col-
laborate, for I was then deep In (tin
MoNamara Investigation and on the
Jump from one city to another, clear out
to the Pacific coast It wan catch as
catch con collaboration at odd momenta,
aometimea at the luncheon hour, fre-
quently lon( after midnight, when them
was a lull In office activities.

"I laid out the plot and suggested the
characters. The Incidents were based
upon facts. The characters have all lived.
For Instance, Dr. Kreitltr la a prototype
of old Charley Ulrloh, a man of great
brain, the most wonderful counterfeiter
in history. No other maker of bad money
ever caused the Government as much ex-
pense and anxiety. He was an artist a
great man gone wrong. The murder
mystery had its basis in an actual caso.
It was worked out in practically the same
way.

"Well, the play grew and was com-
pleted. Rlaw A Erlanger had signed a
contract upon a mero scenario. The manu-
script was immediately accepted. Then
arose the question of who should play
Atcht Kay Ion, tho detective.

'Robert ntlllard was under contract as
a star for a term of years to Klaw &

and when they told us that Hill-lar- d

was the man I was delighted. Curi-
ously enough, I had tried to 'see' nearly
all our best known American actors In
the part, and I had always come baok to
Milliard as tho ideal Kayton. I had ad-

mired him tremendously in 'A Fool There
Was.' He had the poise and distinction,
the ease and authority required.

"As I told the first night audience al
tho Criterion on Christmas eve. Hilllsrd
portrays a real detective to my mind
tho first I havo seen upon the stage. And
this detective works an a real detectivn
works. The authors have nought to In-

struct the publlo as to the actual method
of criminal investigation, to develop h
story based upon facts in a sensible way,
to avoid any device that In in the slightest
degree improbable or overdrawn, to em
phasize the absolute futility of crime and
not to glorify or idoallzo tho crimlnul."

POSING FOR THE FILMS.

Noted American Actors nrcently
Added to Ihr Morles.

The extent to which the foremost acton
of the American theatro are to allow tho
famous Players Film Company to re-
produce their pictures in noted plays of
their repertoire may be understood
from its latest list of artists. When
Mrs. Fisko, William Favorshara and
Julie Opp, Viola Allen, Mrs. Leslie Carter,
Henry E. Dixey, Weber and Fields, James
O'Neill, J. K. Hackett nnd Mrs. Langtry
tnko their place before the cameras there
need bo no suggestion that there is any
loss of dignity In such a process of im-

mortalizing an actor's methods. '
Bucket t has just finished posing for

the ploturcs which show him in "The
Prisoner of Zendn." James O'Neill has
acted the famous "Monte Cristo," with
which his name was associated for so
many years. Mrs. Carter will act In
"Zaza," and William Faversham will
give with his company scenes from his
recently notable production of "Julius
Cresar." Viola Allen will show Glory Quayle
in "Tho Christian." und Henry Dixey will
give a version of t hat old Standard Theatrn
burlesque prepared for him after the daye
of "Adonis nnd called "The Seven Ages."
Mrs. Langtry will act an entire play,
and Weber and Fields are to bo seen in a
sketch called "Around the World."

AWAITING THEIR ENDS.

I.nil l.lnRprlnff Hoar of Some Local
I'rndnrtlona.

Billio Burke is lo remain but one week
longer at the Lyceum Theatre. She will
have presented "Tho 'Mind the Paint'
Girl" more frequently than any other
recent Pinero comedy has been acted
here.

"Tho Daughter of Heaven" will bo
presented next week .in Dotroit. In
order to move this maxsivo production
there in time tho hist rformance of
tho drama at the Century Theatre will
take place on Wednesday night

"Hindle Wakes" will remain at iIim

Maxino Elliott Theatro only until ri" xt
Friday, and that evening the lat per-

formance will bo given. English triumphs
in the lino of advanced drama do not
alwavs meet with tho saum purees hern
that "they do on their native heath Bur
here rents nro higher, uctors recivn
larger salaries nnd the difficulty of
running theatres without the coopr'.-tio- n

of paying audiences is altogether
greater.

Ziegfeld's "Follies of 1012" are to bo
moved to Boston next week in the effi.rt
to interest that city in the frivolous re-

view of tho year's incidents. So thero
U only this week to contemplate Eliwtbei ll
lirico. Bert. William and Dernard Gran-
ville nt tho Moulin Rouge.

"Hawthorne of the U. S. A." Is not to
be enjoyed nt the Astor Theatre after
this week. Douglas Fairbanks anil hl.i
company will take their drama of ad-

venture In the Itnlkaus to other clinics.
Next week "Fine Feathers." Kugcn
Walter's latest drama, will bo wen. It
has been a success in other cities.

HOLIDAYS FILL PLAYHOUSES.

Wide llangr of Spectacle" Otter
Something; (or All Tatc.

The Hippodrome has been crowded
during the past wrel: with happy spec-

tators who are taking advantage of the
holiday In the educational Institutions to
see the wondeis of "Under Many
Flags." They take delight In this trip
of the party of Americans In an airship
through Kuropean and Asiatic coun-

tries. First Washington and Annabolls
are shown: then Brittany. Oermauy, Hol-
land, Russia, Scotland, China nnd Ari-
zona reveal their beauties to the spec-
tators. The performance ends appro-
priately with tho maglo city of golden
palms, with the silver palace, of universal
peace and the court of crystal fountains,
which could never exist In any country or
for that matter anywhere outside the
Imagination of the expert stage man-sge- rs

and scene painters of the Hippo-
drome.

Arthur and Oscar Hammer-stei- n

will give a concert at the Hippo-
drome, Kmma Trentini and Orvllln Har-
old will slug. There will be nn orchestra
under the direction of Onetano Merola.
Thero will also be on tho programme a
waltz by Osear Hammersteln nnd Doris
Hambourg will play tho 'cello.

The Klnemacolor Company will on
Monday night present Its views showing
"Tho Making of the Panama Canal" a
well as "Actual Scenes of the ltalKuu
War." These picture: were made nhroail
by special permission nf the Interesting
foreign potentates revealed there.

Tho Paul J. Raluey hunting pictures:
aro still on view nt the llljou Theatre,
There ute dally matinees and the holldny
attendance Is larger than ccr.

Ilurton Hjilmes will begin nn Jamriiy
12 and lit two puiullel courses nt fur- -
nrgl" Hull on "The Indies. Hast and

t Vest," which will Include vlows of our
own hmlphere and of India as well.


